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Food for the World From Selma 


Wide Range of Canned Products Packed in Model Plant of Libby, 
McNeill & Libby Are Shipped Everywhere 


HE city of Selma is represented at 
| the dining tables of homes, hotels 


and auto camps all over the civilized 
world, and even at the hastily improvised 
meals of explorers in remote places far 
from civilization, by a wide range of food 
products that tickle the palates of epicures 
or satisfy the hunger of workers wherever 
canned fruit and vegetables enter into the 
menu. 

Situated in the heart of a rich agricul- 
tural section, Selma was selected as the 
site for one of the largest fruit and vege- 
table canneries of the great food packing 
and distributing concern known as Libby, 
McNeill & Libby. It is through this com- 
pany that Selma is winning a world-wide 
reputation for fine products of the soil. 
And this great cannery is the means of 
bringing into the Selma district approxi- 
mately $1,000,000 a year paid to farmers 
and workers, the payroll for employees in 
the plant alone being close to half a mil- 
lion dollars annually. 


SPINACH FIRST PACK OF SEASON 


This plant starts operations about March 
1 on spinach which is the first crop of the 
season. Hundreds of acres of these delect- 
able greens are grown in the low lands 
along the Kings River, where the soil and 
climatic conditions are very favorable. The 
plants in the field are cut in such manner 
as to leave about three-quarters of an inch 
of the root adhering to them, and are 
packed into crates with a net capacity of 
about 75 pounds. The grower is paid by 
the pound, and only the choice plants are 
delivered to the cannery. On entering the 
plant, the spinach is carefully worked over, 
all yellow or otherwise objectionable leaves 
being removed, and the roots cut away, 
leaving only the crisp green leaves. The 
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problem of removing particles of sand and 
grit is solved by a long process of washing 
in huge perforated drums, where the spin- 
ach, as it is revolved, is brought into di- 
rect contact with a continuous spray of 
water under a heavy pressure. This opera- 
tion is very particular as the smallest bit 
of grit in spinach spoils it for human con- 
sumption. So thorough is this washing 
operation that many fine cooks and house- 
wives prefer the canned spinach to the fresh 
garden variety, for the reason that it seems 
almost impossible to remove all sand or 
grit by ordinary hand washing. 

From the washing tanks the greens are 
passed through boiling water and then 
placed in cans to be cooked for an hour 
under steam pressure at a high tempera- 
ture. This cooking process preserves a high 
percentage of the desirable vegetable salts 
which constitute the important nutritive 
elements of spinach. The flavor of spinach 
prepared in this manner is quite delightful 
while preparation for the table is a matter 
of but a few moments’ pre-heating in the 
kitchen. 


BEETS BECOMING POPULAR 


Spinach packing usually ends in this plant 
about April 30th when beets are ready for 
canning. While canned beets are not an 
important item in the menu of the average 
housekeeper, this vegetable is meeting an 
increasing demand from many cooks who 
find that it is not always possible to obtain 
fresh beets of just the right quality. And 
here is where the canned beets of the San 
Joaquin Valley are gaining in popularity. 
The beets packed at the Selma plant are 
selected as to size and quality and packed 
when they are at their best. The method 
of canning is relatively simple. They are 
first blanched for a period of 20 minutes 


Rich ripe fruit, picked at its best, within a few hours 
is ready for the table 


From the 
orchard 
to the 
packing 
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in boiling water, the skin being then ге- 
moved and the beets washed by women 
workers, after which they are trimmed, 
inspected, sorted as to size and placed in 
various sized cans by trained canners. The 
cooking operation is done in the cans under 
steam pressure at a high temperature. 
The beets emerge tender and fine 
grained, free from objectionable fiber or 
pith. They are ready to serve from the 
can as salad or may be heated as buttered 
beets. The Selma plant packed about 300 
tons of beets during the early part of 1927. 


CALIFORNIA SUPPLIES MOST APRICOTS 


The first fruit pack of the season opens 
with apricots about June 15. During 1926 


there were packed in California 3,390,000 ` 


cases of apricots, of which approximately 
half a million came from the San Joaquin 
Valley. There has been an increase in the 
output of canned apricots during the past 
18 years of more than seven times that of 
dried apricots and almost twice as great 
as that of fresh shipments. This clearly 
shows a growing appreciation of this de- 
licious canned fruit on the part of the 
American public, created undoubtedly be- 
cause of the high quality of the pack. Cali- 
fornia supplies 98 per cent of the world’s 
production of apricots. 


PEACH RUN STARTS IN JULY 


The apricot run usually ends about July 
10 to be followed by the first canning 
peaches of the season, the Tuscan clings. 
These are large juicy peaches having a 
firm meat of a golden hue. The pits are 
somewhat large, however, which cause some 
difficulty preparing them in a suitable man- 
ner for canning but the pack is regarded as 
very acceptable to the trade. About twenty 
varieties of peaches are packed throughout 
the canning season which ends about Sep- 
tember 15. The Palora and Lisbee are re- 
garded as the most popular with the Phil- 
lips variety as a close contender for this 
honor. All these varieties are grown to a 
high perfection in the Selma district. 

Muscat grapes and sweet potatoes are 
late summer and fall packs which keep this 
plant in operation until November. 

A visit to this packing plant is a revela- 
tion to anyone not familiar with the opera- 
tion of canning fruits and vegetables on a 
large scale. 
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The business of canning starts with the 
buyer, who makes contracts with the grow- 
ers for the crop well in advance of the can- 
ning season. The orchards and fields are 
inspected and a close contact is made with 
the grower to encourage production of 
desirable fruit or vegetables. High quality 
fruit receives a premium and is sought by 
the field representatives of the canners. 

As the fruit reaches the proper ripeness 
for canning it is picked each day and 
promptly sent to the packing plant. It is 
axiomatic in the canning industry that the 
best packs are made from fruit handled in 
the shortest possible time after picking. All 
fruit received each day is as nearly as pos- 
sible completely packed before the plant 
closes for that day. This method very often 
requires night work as the deliveries usually 
are heaviest during the afternoon. 


EFFICIENT METHODS OF PACKING 


Upon delivery at the receiving door the 
boxes are inspected by a receiving clerk 
who issues a receipt for each lot. From the 
receiving department the fruit is distributed 
to the cutters by means of automatic con- 
veyors placed at the end of each row of 
36 cutters. Here the peaches are rimmed 
and the pits removed, causing the two 
halves to fall apart, this operation requiring 
a considerable amount of skill on the part 
of the women workers, for if the pit is 
removed with too much meat adhering to 
it, the cavity left in the peach is unsightly, 
rendering the two halves of the peach un- 
suitable for the higher grades. From the 
cutters the fruit is carried by conveyor belt 
to the peeling machine, where a mild caus- 
tic solution loosens the skin which is later 
washed free from the peach by agitation 
in a bath of water. From the peeler the 
fruit is again carried forward on a slowly 
moving conveyor belt where it is sorted 
in transit, all objectionable fruit being 
removed, and it is then delivered into rotary 
graders where it is further sorted as to 
size, each size being carried forward to a 
separate canning table, where it is again 
carefully sorted as to grade and packed 
into cans. Each packer stamps her number 
on the cans she packs and places them on a 
conveyor enroute to the syruping machines, 
exhaust boxes and cookers. 

At the syruping machines the cans are 
filled with syrup, the degree of the syrup 
used corresponding to the degree called for 


An army of workers rimming and pitting peaches in the 


Libby plant 


Canners in rubber gloves pack the fruit at 
spotlessly clean benches 


constant stream of fruit flows from the 
peeler to the grading machine 


Only pure cane sugar enters into the syrup 
used in fruit canning 
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Great piles of cans waiting to be filled Streams of cans are conveyed to intricate syruping and cap- 
with luscious Selma fruit ping machines, The operator picks up ten cans at a time 
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by the grade of fruit in the cans. From 
the syrup machines the cans are carried for- 
ward and delivered into exhaust boxes 
heated by live steam, where they are heated 
to a sufficient extent to expel the air from 
the fruit and syrup, the object of this pro- 
cess being the creation of a vacuum in the 
cans after they are cooked and cooled. 
From the exhaust boxes the cans are de- 
livered to the capping machines where the 
lids are sealed on, after which operation 
they are carried forward into the cookers 
where they are subjected to a boiling water 
temperature of 212 degrees for a period of 
from 15 to 30 minutes, the exact length 
of time depending upon the variety of 
peach and the state of ripeness. The cook 
having been completed, the cans then travel 
through a cooler containing cold water, the 
purpose of this operation being to reduce 
the temperature on the inside of the can 
and thus bring the action of the cook to 
an abrupt stop. 


THOUSANDS OF CASES FOR SHIPMENT 


The processing or cooking operation be- 
ing completed, the cans are permitted to 
stand on the cooling platform for 24 hours 
at the expiration of which time they are 
tested, and any cans found to contain min- 
ute leaks are sorted out, the balance of the 
cans being removed to the warehouse where 
they are piled in tiers in huge stacks. The 
next step is to the labeling and boxing de- 
partment where the cans are placed either 
two or four dozen in fiber cases for local 
consumption or heavy wooden boxes for 
foreign shipments. The warehouses now 
filled with empty cans soon will be piled 
with thousands of cases of fruit shortly 
to be loaded into cars for shipment to all 
parts of the world. 


WHERE CLEANLINESS PREDOMINATES 


A feature of the Selma plant is its scrup- 
ulous cleanliness. As soon as one enters the 
door there is a realization that here is a 
place where efficiency is the rule. The 
floor in the vicinity of the receiving doors 
is covered with neat piles of boxes filled 
with fruit just received from the orchard. 
Adjoining the receiving department is the 
cutting department where long rows of 
girls in white uniforms deftly rim and pit 
the peaches. The peeling and cooking de- 
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partment is off to the left while the can- 
ners occupy long rows of white enamel 
work benches designed for the highest ef- 
ficiency and convenience of the worker. 

Rubber gloves are worn by the canners, 
sorters and inspectors in all operations 
where the fruit is being handled manually. 
The pans and containers in which the fruit 
is carried all are scrupulously clean. Clean 
uniforms cover all operators while every 
facility is provided for absolute sanitation 
in all parts of the plant. The most particu- 
lar housewife would approve of the care 
used in this large plant to pack fruit abso- 
lutely clean. 


COMFORTS FOR WORKERS 


Dressing rooms, shower baths, a first- 
aid hospital in charge of a trained nurse, a 
rest room for fatigued workers, and a cafe- 
teria also are part of the equipment to pro- 
vide comforts and sanitary conveniences 
for the workers. A well managed kinder- 
garten also is a feature appreciated by many 
mothers who have young children requiring 
care while the mothers are at work. Hous- 
ing for transient workers is provided in 
80 cottages adjoining the plant. 

A large percentage of employees are 
permanent residents of Selma and near- 
by districts who find employment in this 
plant during the nine months’ operation 
each year. During peak periods of opera- 
tion 1000 workers are employed in this 
one plant, the payroll running about $25,- 
000 a week. 


ELECTRICITY IDEAL POWER 


Labor-saving devices are employed 
wherever possible to handle the output. Un- 
der full production the plant is capable 
of handling 200 tons of fruit a day. This 
large volume of output must necessarily 
be kept moving without interruption. Elec- 
tricity provides the ideal motive power for 
this work because of its cleanliness and re- 
liability. 

The plant has a connected load of 27817 
horsepower which drives 50 motors of vari- 
ous sizes in cookers, peelers, conveyors, 
capping and syruping machines, box-making 
machines and pumps. An efficient lighting 
system also provides light for night work. 


А Review of Valley Conditions 


Analysis Shows that Dull Summer Holds Forth Promise of Business 
and Agricultural Improvement 


By A. Emory WisHoN, Vice-President and General Manager 


San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation and Great Western Power Company 
of California 


ISITORS from Los 

Angeles to the 

San Joaquin Val- 
ley, inquiring into bus- 
iness and agricultural 
conditions, not infre- 
quently criticize our 
people for lacking the 
effervescent spirit of 
"boost" manifest in 
every Southern Cali- 
fornian's attitude to- 
ward his community. 
Occasionally there is 
perhaps encountered an 
habitual pessimist who 
sees nothing to be 
thankful for in sun or 
rain. He throws 
monkey-wrenches into 
ones mental ma- 
chinery. 

Yet almost as great 
a nuisance as the 
confirmed pessimist is 
the confirmed  opti- 
mist—that type of fellow who thinks all 
the flies in the butchershop are trying to 
get out. His enthusiasm is often the inspira- 
tion of a warped imagination. Between the 
two extremes is a common-sense point of 
view, drawn from an analysis of facts and 
conditions. 

We are going through the usual dull 
summer period, when there is always a 
slackening of business activity. Generally 
speaking, this summer has perhaps been 
more than ordinarily quiet. The peach sit- 
uation, a feeling of uncertainty regarding 
fruits, grapes and raisins, and the continued 
curtailing of production and development 
in the oil fields, have been responsible fac- 
tors. But many bright spots are to be found 
in even a cursory survey. 


Many merchants throughout the Valley 
have told me they have done better this 
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A. Emory WIsHON 


Vice-President and General Manager 


year than they did last 
year. General report, 
however, is that the 
people are not buying 
and the merchants are 
feeling it keenly. But 
even those who com- 
plain most loudly say 
they have seen worse 
times, and аге confi- 
dent of а favorable 
change when the har- 
vest gets into full 
swing. 

The grain crop, with 
a larger than normal 
planting, is returning 
a larger than normal 
yield, which is, how- 
ever, somewhat lighter 
than was estimated two 
months ago. Prices 
are good, barley bring- 
ing about $2.00 and 
wheat from $2.15 to 
$2.25. Grain will in 
some measure make up losses to the val- 
ley's income accruing this year from un- 
satisfactory conditions in other crops. 


Cotton is helping materially, too, it be- 
ing a source of real regret that the acreage 
is not greater. Discouraged by last year's 
unprofitable experience, many growers 
abandoned cotton completely, with the re- 
sult that the year's planting is about 20 
percent below that of 1926. Estimate of the 
yield is about 80,000 bales. The growers 
will make money. Early August reports 
of a short crop over the nation sent the 
price up substantially. As San Joaquin Val- 
ley cotton invariably commands a premium, 
it is expected now that those growers who 
have not yet sold will get from 23 to 25 
cents per pound. Reports from several dis- 
tricts state that many growers have already 
contracted their crops at 20 cents. 
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Individual dairymen not infrequently 
complain that their lot is unsatisfactory, 
but there is no such complaint from the 
dairying communities. To the contrary, 
these communities boast a fair degree of 
prosperity. They are particularly well off 
at this time. Feed conditions have been 
good, products are holding to the same sat- 
isfactory price levels that have prevailed for 
several months, and checks that mean ready 
money for immediate circulation are put 
in the producers’ hands every two weeks. 

Even the individual dairyman who com- 
plains is less common than he was a few 
years ago. Cow testing associations in sev- 
eral counties have brought about a material 
elimination of “boarders” and an increase 
in volume of production. Better herds are 
the rule, greater profit resulting. 

Live stock raisers are busy and satisfied. 
Cattle prices are fair, and an abundance of 
wild feed has been available, substantially 
reducing expenses. Hogs continue to bring 
good prices. Lamb shipments from the Los 
Banos territory alone have represented so 


far this year more than $1,250,000. 


The fruit situation is causing most of 
the worry and discussion. Growers and 
canners have reached an agreement ending 
the controversy over peach prices, but the 
crop does not appear to be moving. The 
law of supply and demand seems to be 
chiefly responsible, and there is no appar- 
ent immediate relief. It is anticipated, how- 
ever, that growers of late varieties, which 
because of the lateness of the season are 
not expected for delivery before September 
1. will get from $25 to $35 а ton. This is 
small consolation to the grower who has his 
crop harvested and who has averaged no 
more than $15. Early shipments of figs 
brought high prices, but buyers have not 
been active of late and the growers are 
doubtful of the season’s outcome. 

As to grapes, all varieties, no one will 
venture a prediction, although the general 
sentiment is optimistic. The crop is big and 
quality is unusually good. Great hope is 
pinned to the California Vineyardists’ As- 
sociation, which is steadily gaining strength 
both in membership and public favor. Or- 
derly marketing of fresh and juice grapes 
through the C. V. A. clearing house plan 
should mean increased volume of sales and 
better return to the grower. Obviously, too, 
such increased sales will help the raisin 
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situation. The C. V. A. should not be ex- 
pected, however, to work miracles. It pro- 
poses a sound plan and is the first con- 
structive effort toward bringing order out 
of chaos in grape marketing. But no sick 
man recovers over night, no matter what 
the treatment. The C. V. A. is confronting 
conditions of long standing; it must have 
time to remedy those conditions: It needs 
support and confidence in its ultimate suc- 
cess. — 

I have watched with interest experiments 
at diversification in many parts of the val- 
ley. Many farmers are experimenting with 
crops far away from the usual run of pro- 
duction. Rice at Merced, asparagus at Men- 
dota, lettuce at Madera, mint and flax at 
Lemoore, spinach in the Laguna section of 
Fresno and Kings counties, all are suc- 
cessfully demonstrating that the production 
possibilities of our soil are only partially 
realized. Growers of some of these experi- 
mental crops have made money. 


By and large, speaking strictly in a com- 
munity sense, we are pretty well off. In- 
dividual hardships and reverses always 
will be encountered, and groups engaged 
in certain lines of activity must not infre- 
quently suffer in mass. But striking a bal- 
ance over the whole valley we have little 
reason for complaint. Particularly is this 
realized when we compare our valley with 
other agricultural territories. 


The power industry may in all fairness 
be taken as a barometer of conditions, for 
as other business expands and develops it 
is reflected directly in the load added and 
the energy supplied by the power company. 

Comparing 1927 with 1926, we find a 
greater amount of new business added to 
the lines for this year, except for agricul- 
rural service. In this particular service 
there is a decided drop, result largely of 
the wet season and of curtailment in plant- 
ing of additional acreage of crops now in 
the class of “over production.” 


Every business has its periods of reverses. 
Otherwise all men would be in one bus- 
iness. Over a long period, if a business con- 
tinues, it must show a reasonable return. 

We may meet occasional adversity, but 
the possibility of diversification of business 
and industry here and the steady movement 
in that direction assure a stable future. 


Madera Going Ahead 


New Building and Other Developments During Recent Months 
Indicate Business Activity and Growth of City and County 


of $96,000 has been expended in the 
city of Madera for commercial build- 
ings alone, according to a recent survey 
made by J. E. Barrett, district manager for 
the San Joaquin Light & Power Corpora- 
tion. This showing in the face of what is 
generally regarded as a period of depression 
clearly indicates that growth in this city 
again is starting forward. 
The largest single improvement was 
made by the Southern Pacific Railroad in 
a new passenger station built at a cost of 


$28,000. This concrete and brick building 


D URING the past eight months a total 


provides ample accommodations in ticket 
office, baggage and waiting rooms for pa- 
trons of the railroad. The Southern Pacific 
is making a total expenditure of $80,000 at 
this time for improvements in Madera, 
which include, in addition to the new pas- 
senger station, purchase of land for an in- 
crease in the freight yards, enlarging the 
freight shed, and a new express depot. The 
freight yard adjoins the south side of the 
city, where an industrial and warehouse 
district has been established to handle rail 
shipments. 

Facilities for caring for travel on the 


THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC IMPROVES ITS FACILITIES AT MADERA 


Freight sheds, above, have been more than doubled in capacity while a new passenger station, 
provides modern accommodations in waiting rooms, baggage room and ticket office 
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Madera State Highway called for ап ex- 
penditure of $39,000 for service stations 
and garages, while store and office build- 
ings were erected at a cost of $28,500. 
Motorists entreing Madera from the 
south have been attracted for several 
months past by a blaze of lights at night 
from a new service station one block south 
of Madera City Park. This added im- 
provement to growing Madera was placed 
in operation January 15 by Ralph G. Al- 
linson who realizes the advertising value 
of illumination. Flood lighting units pro- 
jecting from the roofline bathe the front 
of the building in soft light while the in- 
terior of the servicing department, which is 
under cover of the roof of the building, is 
illuminated by high powered lamps enclosed 
т diffusing shades which produce ап 
abundance of soft light free from shadows. 
'The building also contains a complete ga- 
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rage, battery charging department, tire and 
accessory department, automobile show 
room, rest rooms and a lunch room in which 
provision is made for an electric range, 
water heater, refrigerator, waffle irons, 
coffee urn, and griddle. Convenience out- 
lets for both 110-volt and 220-volt circuits 
are placed wherever necessary, making pos- 
sible many refinements in electrical con- 
veniences, such as a curling iron outlet in 
the women's rest room and outlets for fans 
or air heaters in convenient places. 'The 
shop also is equipped with labor-saving elec- 
trical devices for repair work. The build- 


ing and equipment represent an investment 
of $30,000. 


HOTEL IN PROJECT 


Other projects that are receiving consid- 
eration are а 75-room hotel building 
adequate to take care of the travelers pass- 


Electric 
Comforts and con- 
veniences are a 


feature in Allin- 
son’s garage and 
gas station 
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ing through the city, and improvement of 
the city lighting by the installation of an 
electrolier system covering 20 blocks. 

The Santa Fe Railway also is plan- 
ning for improvement in freight facilities 
by the establishment of new yards east of 
the city adjoining the city limits. Property 
for this improvement has been purchased 
and work on the yards is expected to be 
started this year. 

Madera city and county authorities are 
giving serious consideration to the improve- 
ment of a shorter route to Yosemite Na- 
tional Park to follow existing roads leading 
northward from the city and to acquire 
rights-of-way for short sections connecting 
with present roads and the Yosemite All- 
Year highway. This route would shorten 
the distance by 35 miles on travel to the 
park from Madera and points south. Im- 
provement of the road to Coarse Gold is 
another project under consideration that 


» Google 


San Joaquin Power MAGAZINE 


would tend to increase tourist travel 


through Madera. 
NEW LUMBER YARD 


Indication of the present sound condition 
and future growth of Madera is shown in 
the selection of this city as the main dis- 
tributing point in the San Joaquin Valley 
by the Little River Redwood Сот- 
pany. A complete office building, in which 
is displayed various types of mill work 
featured by this company, has been erected 
in the yards which extend two blocks be- 
tween the Southern Pacific railway and the 
Madera highway. This concern, which has 
its main office and mill in Humboldt Coun- 
ty, is developing a market for its products 
in the San Joaquin Valley. 


POWER SHOWS GROWTH 


A good indication of growth in Madera 
is to be found in a study of the increase in 
the number of electric meters. While a cer- 
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tain percentage of new meters may mean ad- 
ditional uses for electricity among old con- 
sumers, the larger share of these new in- 
stallations go into new homes, farms, 
factories or business places. 

During the past three years the increase 
in the number of electric meters in the Ma- 
dera District was 23 per cent. In 1924 this 
district had 3,424 meters which increased 
to 4,208 on May 31, 1927,—a gain of 784. 
Another interesting element in connection 
with this growth is the increasing use of 
electricity per consumer. The average an- 
nual consumption increased to 7,336 kilo- 
watt hours in 1926, while the estimated 
consumption for 1927 is 7,700,—an average 
increase of 415 kilowatt hours per year for 
each consumer. This increased use of elec- 
tricity indicates greater production in in- 
dustrial classifications and а growing 
appreciation of the value of electricity 
among residential consumers. Greater use 
of power means progress in the community. 


COTTON BRINGS REVENUE 


Many factors are contributing to the 
growth of Madera city and county. Cotton 
is one of the sources of revenue that has 
brought four gins and an oil mill into the 
county during the past three years, result- 
ing in pay rolls and other expenditures. 
Production in cotton has increased during 
this period from 20 bales to 9,000 bales 
while the outlook for the present season is 
encouraging for a good yield at a fair 
price. 

DAIRYING INCREASING 


Dairying is another factor that is con- 
tributing to the revenues of this section. 
At Chowchilla, the Danish Creamery has 
increased its plant by the installation of 
equipment for the manufacture of dried 
powdered milk and casein. Increased inter- 
est in dairying is indicated by the formation 
of a cow testing association in which 45 
dairymen have entered 1400 cows. The 
elimination of low grade cows as a result of 
testing soon will show greater earnings for 
the dairymen. 

Madera County is offering many induce- 
ments to new settlers not to be found else- 
where. The county is free from bonded 
debt, which is reflected in one of the lowest 
tax rates in the State. Soil and water con- 
ditions in many sections are favorable for 
high production at low costs, many pros- 
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perous farmers who have been successful 
during the past three years giving evidence 
of this fact. New lands are being opened 
up through subdivision of the choice Miller 
& Lux holdings near the San Joaquin 
River, which are bringing into the county 
many new settlers who are finding Madera 
County a land of promise and fulfillment. 


SMOKING IS PROHIBITED 
IN NATIONAL FORESTS 


As a fire prevention measure, the San 
Francisco headquarters of the United 
States Forest Service announces that begin- 
ning with June 15, smoking is prohibited 
in all national forests in California, except 
at improved camps and places of habitation. 
In the Eldorado, Stanislaus, Sierra, Se- 
quoia, Inyo and Mono National Forests 
the “no-smoking” order will apply only to 
areas around 7,500 feet or less in elevation 
and not to the high Sierra region. In south- 
ern California, the Angeles, Cleveland, San 
Bernardino and Santa Barbara National 
Forests are already closed to smoking. This 
regulation will remain in effect until the 
fall rains eliminate the fire hazard. 

Careless smokers, according to the dis- 
trict forester, are the greatest of the many 
fire menaces to the fields and forests of 
California. 


Light Speeds Up Life 


Mankind, Animals and Plants Respond to Beneficial Rays of 
Artificial Light With Increased Growth and Production. 


TATISTICALLY inclined members of the 
S electrical industry should some time 
tackle the problem of estimating just 
how much the electric light is contributing 
toward the speeding up of modern life. 
Casual observation discloses that elec- 
tricity has made possible many operations 
which but a few years ago were done only 
during daylight. 
Among the industries 


most notable 


that have developed as a result of elec- 
tric light is the motion picture industry. 


Shasta Daisies 
at Sanger у 
Substation 
show rapid 
growth under 
electric light 


Insert shows large flowers 

directly under 200-watt 

lamp. To the right is shown 

the opposite end of same 

bed of daisies out of reach 
of the lamp 
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Practically all motion picture photography 
is done under electric light, even great out- 
door scenes being filmed at night under 
high intensity electric lights. Newspaper 
work, manufacturing, building operations 
and even home life have been revolution- 
ized and speeded up as a result of the use 
of electric light. 


CONDEMNED BY QUACKS 


Early in the nineties when electricity 
was coming into general use for lighting 
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it was condemned by certain pseudo- 
scientists who became greatly alarmed over 
the prospect of converting night into day. 
They had visions of mankind cutting short 
his life period by crowding too much work 
or play into his waking hours. Man was 
doomed to an early death, in the minds of 
some of these dreamers. 

What has developed has been just the 
opposite. Never before in the history of 
the civilized world has the health of the 
average man been so good as at present. 
Life insurance records show that the aver- 
age span of life now is longer than 
ever before since such records have been 
kept. More work is being accomplished 
and people have more time to play. The 
electric light has had much to do with this 
accomplishment. 


AGRICULTURE BENEFITED BY LIGHT 


Even in agriculture and poultry raising 
the electric light is proving beneficial in 
obtaining greater production. Electric 
lights now get the hen up to work scratch- 
ing for feed long before sunrise. More 
eggs result from her increased activity. 
Flowers are forced several weeks ahead 
of normal development as a result of elec- 
tric lights placed over the plants. The use 
of electric light in inducing the growth of 
plants on the shady side of buildings is 
recognized as necessary by gardeners or 
home owners who wish to beautify grounds. 


HUGE DAISIES AT SANGER 


A recent example of the value of electric 
light in forcing flowers was found in a 
bed of Shasta daisies at Sanger substation. 


All plants in this bed were set out at. 


the same time. About twelve feet of the 
bed comes directly under the rays of a 
200-watt lamp that burns constantly dur- 
ing the night. The daisies under the il- 
luminated section stood 18 inches to two 
feet high, all in full bloom with immense 
flowers, while plants less favored with the 
rays of the lamp were mere shoots. The 
portion under the lamp was at least three 
weeks earlier than that part in darkness 
although sunlight for the entire bed is 
practically the same. 

Even during the winter months this 
lighted portion of the Shasta bed is dotted 
with large white blossoms. 

There is no doubt that light does speed 
up life, and makes life stronger as well. 
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FRESNO POWER CLUB 
HAS NEW NEWSPAPER 


A new publication, "Power Club News,” 
has made its appearance among Fresno 
Power Club Members, issued semi-monthly 
by the Educational Department. Under 
the able editorial direction of Lee R. Dun- 
can, each issue contains much information 
regarding the club and various members 
of the Fresno organization together with 
interesting items that entertain as well as 
instruct. A number of original jokes also 
have made their appearance in the News 
which would indicate that the editor be- 
lieves in leavening his labors with levity. 

However, the editor is particular what 
he prints as may be gleaned from the lead- 
ing editorial of the July 25 issue, whieh 
says, "When the first issue of the Power 
Club News was put out, we made the an- 
nouncement that we would accept any and 
all kinds of material for publication, but 
we reserved the right of using only that 
which we thought we could get away with. 
А lot of material has been submitted,— 
most of it usable stuff. The balance has 
been of miscellaneous sort, some of it good, 
but hardly usable for certain reasons. One 
young chap sends in a poetic effort calcu- 
lated to advise our Secretary of the depth 
of his affection. Now, we couldn't use 
that! We'll do almost anything, but we 
will not act as the go-between for these 
love-lorn chaps and the many comely girls 
in the organization." 

Although the News is mimeographed it 
is illustrated with clever drawings from the 
pen of Bobby Moore and the editor and 
is a very creditable piece of typography. 
Lee Duncan is to be congratulated on his 
efforts to please the members of the Fresno 
Power Club. 


Even if Your Job 
is Soft that is no 
excuse to Lay 
Down On It 


Work Resumed on Balch Afterbay Dam 


Will Form Compensating Reservoir to Equalize Stream Flow of 
North Fork of Kings River 


ORK on an afterbay dam across the 

North Fork of the Kings River 

1600 feet below Balch Plant, which 
was started last fall but discontinued on 
account of high water, was resumed during 
the last week in July with a crew of 100 
men, according to Chief Construction En- 
gineer Harold K. Fox. 

This dam is designed to adjust variation 
in the stream flow of the river so as not 
to interrupt the free flow of water used in 
the Valley below for irrigation purposes. 
The dam will form a reservoir having a 
capacity of approximately 100 acre feet 
which is about the same capacity as the 
present reservoir at the head of Balch tun- 
nel. Water flowing into the upper reservoir, 
which may be held for a few hours for the 
generation of power needed during peak 
load periods during the day, will be re- 
leased in equal volume from the lower 
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reservoir. In this way a constant stream 
flow will be maintained equal at all times 
to the flow of the river above Balch Plant 
where a gauging station records the meas- 
urements. 

Excavations are being made in the river 
bed for the foundation of the dam which 
will be of concrete construction, arch type 
170 feet long at crest, 65 feet high, 24 feet 
thick at base and 5 feet at top. The ulti- 
mate height of the dam will be 75 feet. To 
take care of the flow of the river while 
the dam is under construction a horseshoe 
tunnel 364 feet long and 12 by 12 feet in 
width and height was cut through the solid 
granite walls of the canyon around the 
dam site. This tunnel will later be used 
to carry water to a power house to be built 
at a lower point on the river. 

The work is expected to be completed 
during November at a cost of $200,000. 
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WHERE THE REGULATING RESERVOIR WILL SET 


Granite Walls of a Narrow Canyon Will Support an Arch Type Concrete Dam that Will Equalize Flow of 
Stream During Summer and Fall Months 
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The Sierra Pictured by Warlow 


Lover of Mountain Grandeur Depicts Beauties that May Be Seen 
in Nearby Wilderness 


Ву Снезтев Н. Wartow, Chairman Roads Committee Fresno County 
Chamber of Commerce 


T 1s difficult to impress upon the citizens 
I of our community a complete realization 

of the scenic grandeur of the Sierra. 
It is a stupendous undertaking that offers 
no simple solution 
such as occurred to 
Mahomet, for in 
this instance it is 
equally impossible 
to take all our citi- 
zens to the moun- 
tain. Fortunately 
each year a greater 
number have be- 
come interested, and 
the trails are lead- 
ing new recruits 
each season into our 


wonderland. ч 
_ Language itself CHESTER H. WARLOW 
is entirely іпайе- 


quate, for even if one uses a goodly supply 
of superlatives, the listener's conception of 
the word picture still is limited by his own 
experience and the boundaries of his own 
imagination. 

This has made it necessary for those of 
us who love the mountains and who desire 
others to appreciate them, to wander over 
trails snapping here and there a picture 
that may be brought back. These, together 
with the new substandard motion picture 
films, have been of great assistance in de- 
livering a message to our citizens that has 
not only an esthetic but also an economic 
significance. Unfortunately, these methods 
of disseminating information are limited. 


Though conscious of the limitations of 
both language and film, we who travel 
these trails, when sufficiently urged, and 
but an attentive ear is urge enough, are de- 
lighted to orate, discourse, or even prate 
upon the wonders of California's moun- 
tains. We recite for you that there are in 
our upland one hundred and forty-five 
peaks over eleven thousand feet high, that 
we of California possess many glaciers, 
that Fresno County, in addition to its ten 
thousand miles of roaring mountain tor- 
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rents, has fifteen hundred placid, crystal 
clear lakes; but unless you have had the 
good fortune to stand on one of those lofty 
pinnacles and survey a far flung panorama 
wherein a portion of these wonders are as- 
sembled for your inspection, you will never 
understand the all-impelling force that 
leads us, upon the slightest provocation, 
to talk for hours about their beauties. 


AN INTRIGUING PICTURE 


If we speak of waterfalls, of three- 
thousand-foot granite cliffs, of sheer per- 
pendicular walls of a thousand feet or more 
you may perhaps visualize Yosemite, yet in 
fact we may be referring to any one of the 
seven or eight Yosemite-like valleys that 
are all but lost in this tumultuous sea of 
upturned rocks. When we try to tell you 
of meadows with knee-high grasses, mead- 
ows nestling at the base of these cliffs, 
meadows through which quiet streams 
meander, swinging in great ox bows as if 
their waters were loath, even fearful of 
plunging down the cataracts over the gla- 
cial morains that invariably are found at 
the meadow's end, if we speak to you of 
these things, can we describe to you the 
multitude of colors, the numerous shades of 
the grasses themselves, that are so import- 
ant a part of the picture? Merely to men- 
tion that over fifty different wild flowers 
have been gathered from among the grasses 
of a single mountain meadow should dem- 
onstrate the impossibility of our task. 

And so these lines and these accompany- 
ing photographs are offered, [see center 
pages of this magazine], not to describe 
or reproduce our mountains, for each 
is equally impossible, but only with the 
hope that something said or pictured may 
excite your curiosity. Ah! then you will 
know our mountains, for then never will 
you be satisfied until you have wandered 
their trails. After doing so, you will return 
as we have done to make a bore of your- 
self in your well-intentioned enthusiasm, 
urging others to wander into this wilder- 
ness so near at hand, a wilderness whose 
beauties cannot be surpassed. 
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Photo by Warlow 


Simpson Meadows looking north toward 
Goddard Creek Canyon 
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Photo by Craig 
Glacial carved side walls and peaks rising 3,500 feet above 
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Lookout Point, looking down 2,800 feet 
into Tehipite Valley 


The Empire. 


These scenes of the Kings River country are typ 
of a party іп a tour sponsored by the Roads Com: 
Most of the views shown on this page аге of + 


View from Granite Basin trail over Ѕітф. \, 
Woodworth, on right, 12,214 fee, 
center, 12934 v. 


Warlow 


Looking south into Kings River Can- 
yon from Paradise Valley 


of the Kings 


al of the Sierra recently traversed by members 
aittee of Fresno County Chamber of Commerce. 
-enes within 75 miles of the City of Fresno. 


Laval Photo 


Tehipite Dome on the Middle Fork, rises 3,613 feet above 
the floor of Tehipite Valley 


Photo by Warlow 


Floor of the South Fork, Kings River Can- 


Photo by Craig yon, showing Sentinel Dome 


son Meadows into Enchanted Gorge. Mt. 
+ elevation and Charybdis Peak, 
feet elevation 
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If more than one copy is coming to you or your family, 
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Single Copies - - - - - - - - - - - 10 Cents 
Vor. IX August, 1927 No. 8 


ELECTRIFYING THE FARMS 


California occupies a position of such 
advanced leadership in the use of electricity 
on the farm that discussion of it is an old 
story to us. The demand of electricity for 
pump irrigation has taken the power lines 
into nearly every farming section of the 
state and made electricity available to the 
farmers for countless uses. But farm elec- 


trification is still in its swaddling clothes . 


in the greater part of the country, and in 
many places its practicability is still under 
discussion. 

The New York Times has recently ed- 
itorialized on the subject, giving some in- 
teresting facts and figures. It is shown 
that there are now but three customers to 
the rural mile, taking the farming section 
of the country as a whole. Says the Times: 

“Undreamed of potentialities have been 
revealed in experiments in different states. 
Feed grinders, saws, hay hoists, ensilage 
cutters, water pumps, fruit and nut dehy- 
drators—these and a hundred other devices 
have been profitably operated by electricity 
with either a striking saving of labor or 
increase in production. Electric ranges, 
vacuum cleaners, washing machines, all the 
labor-saving devices that have simplified 
housekeeping in cities, have relieved farm 
women of much fetching and carrying. In 
ten years more, 3,000,000 farms will tap 
the electric lines.” 
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Engineers and agricultural experts have 
determined that farm electrification has 
other aspects than those revealed by a 
power company’s balance sheets. Substi- 
tuting electricity for muscle has as much 
to do with decent living, contentment, self- 
respect and self-advancement as it has with 
reduced production costs. Higher standards 
of living have paid rich dividends in cities, 
and they will in the country. 


CANADA’S POWER SYSTEMS 


Privately owned and operated hydro- 
electric plants in Canada are not only pro- 
ducing electric power at lower cost, but 
are selling it at lower rates than the gov- 
ernment-owned and operated systems, de- 
clares the Toronto Financial Post in a 
leading editorial. 

Toronto is itself served electrically by 
the Ontario Hydro system, which is pub- 
licly owned and is pointed to by all public- 
ownership advocates as the outstandingly 
successful example of governmental opera- 
tion of business. The Toronto Financial 
Post is apparently not so enthusiastic over 
this alleged success. 

“The following comparison is made from 
figures in the preliminary report on the 
electric central station industry in Canada 
in 1925 issued recently from Ottawa,” 
says the Post. 


Private Owner- Public Owner- 

2 ship in Canada ship in Canada 
Main primary horse- 

power .................... 2,243,818 1,326,209 
Capital ...................... $ 409,862,801 $ 316,858,286 
Capital рег horse- 

power 183 238 
Gross revenue ... 51,576,627 51,011,255 
Total kilowatt-ho 

generated ..... - 6,507,208.000 3,583,856,000 
No. of employes.......... 14 7,122 
Kilowatt-hrs gener- 

ated per employe.... 1,063,000 408,000 


“The figures show that the private com- 
panies of Canada are producing and selling 
power more cheaply than the public com- 
panies. 

“In capital per horsepower public enter- 
prises in Canada are 30 per cent in excess 
of private enterprises. 

“In number of employes the ratio is even 
more marked by being 2.6 men for public 
ownership, for every man for the private 
companies of Canada, for the same quan- 
tity of power generated. 

“ ‘Power at cost’ is greatly in excess 
of the charge made by the private utilities, 
even in the face of their handicap of 
taxation. These taxes are estimated at 
$7,736,494 yearly, and reduce the net rev- 
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enue per kilowatt-hour to 6.56 mills, 
which compares with the 14.23 mills re- 
ceived by publicly owned companies. 

“ ‘Power at cost’ as a slogan has not 
brought as its echo power at lower cost. It 
is not contended that publicly owned en- 
terprises have not, in many cases, reduced 
the rates charged householders for current 
used for lighting. But in nearly every 
case where lighting rates have been cut, 
power rates to industrial consumers have 
been increased to make up the difference. 
Voters have had lower monthly bills at 
the cost of industrial stagnation. Industry 
cannot be driven away without loss to the 
community. Cheap power is the explanation 
of why there was five times the expansion 
in the pulp and paper industry in Quebec 
last year than there was in Ontario. The 
encouragement of private capital is the 
reason why Quebec developed 475,000 
horsepower of new electric energy as 
against Ontario’s 175,000 horsepower.” 


H. H. COURTRIGHT TALKS AT 
ST. LOUIS ON SALES PLAN 


H. H. Courtright, president and gen- 
eral manager of the Valley Electrical Sup- 
ply Company left August 4 for St. Louis 
where he was scheduled to address the 
convention of the International Associa- 
tion of Electragists оп August 11 using 
as his subject: ""Through-the-Dealer Sales 
Plan." 

'This plan has been in successful opera- 
tion during the past four years in electrical 
merchandising in San Joaquin Power ter- 
ritory and has attracted wide attention in 
electrical circles of the Pacific Coast. The 
feature of the plan lies in a method of 
cooperation with electrical appliance deal- 
ers on a basis that is mutually agreeable to 
the dealers as well as the Valley Electrical 
Supply Company. 

'This plan was explained at the recent 
convention of the Pacific Coast Electrical 
Association at Santa Cruz and met with 
such general approval that Mr. Courtright 
was asked to repeat his talk at the national 
convention of the dealers. 


Ir Was А SKIMPY SHADE 
Fair Customer—"'I'd like to try on that 
skirt over there." 
Salesman—"I'm sorry madam, but that 
is the lamp shade.” 
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Power Personalities 
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A. M. FROST 


MANAGER POWER SALES 


WANTS TO SING OR RUN 4 
CAFETERIA GAS STATION 


When interviewed for a writeup in the 
"Power Personalities” column, A. M. Frost, 
manager of power sales, was busy sorting 
out and polishing up his stock of kilowatts 
to be ready for the next customer. He care- 
fully wiped his hands on his apron and 
looking over the list of questions to be 
answered fished around in his pockets and 
dug out a used golf score card. On the back 
of it he scribbled the following complete 
information about himself: 


Born in the state of Comatose at a very early age. 

Later moved to Lethargy and entered Moron college. 

Discharged from college on account of low intel- 
ligence. 

Went to sea but was unable to see anything so 
entered the electrical industry to capitalize on edu- 
cation received at Moron. 

Talents appreciated in electrical industry, where 
have met many men of equally high qualifications. 

Have never had delirium tremens, though have 
been exposed. 

Recently vaccinated. 

Favorite disease—sunburn. 

Favorite remedy—more sunburn. 

My favorite pet is the horned toad, and my pet 
aversion,—high hatters. 

I love to talk about myself, and to get my pic- 
ture in this magazine. 

My tour through life has been a supreme joy to 
me and an annoyance to all others, for which I am 
duly thankful. 

My future is all behind me. 

My great ambition is to run а cafeteria filling 
eration or to be a singer but my best friends won't 
et me. 


A Month Well Spent in Seeing the West 


Donna Williams of the Fresno Office Visits Yellowstone and Bryce Canyon in a 
Tour Through Nine States 


By Donna WILLIAMS 


nine states, with climatic changes from 

desert heat to snow and ice; from sea 
level and below to 10,500 feet elevation, in 
which we gazed upon literally thousands of 
natural wonders, still seems like a dream and 
to try to tell about it becomes a hopeless task. 
We can only recount where and how we went 
and trust that others who enjoy nature may go 
and see ‘for themselves. 

July 4th broke to find us free Americans, 
celebrating the Nation’s birthday in one of her 
National Parks and having the privilege grant- 
ed her citizens to view wonders such as are 
to be seen in no other country. 

Zion Canyon, in the Zion National Park, 
Utah, is often called the “Yosemite done 
in colors,” although it lacks the water 
falls. Wonderful rock formations, towering 
cliffs, and a winding canyon in reds and 
whites and many tints lure one to follow the 
beautiful stream which made the canyon. At 
the upper end it has cut for itself a doorway 
only a few feet wide and 1500 feet high 
through a mountain of rock. 

From Zion we hurried back to our highway 
and then to Cedar City, where we again left 
the main road and climbed through wonderful 
canyons, heavy forests, over beautiful meadows 
of wild flowers and, as we went higher, by 
snow banks until at 10,000 feet elevation we 
reached Cedar Breaks. 

ZION PARK INSPIRING 


The bird’s-eye view from the rim of this 
great chasm is hard to describe. Imagine that 
a prehistoric people had built hundreds of 
amphitheaters with thousands of towers and 
turrets rising from walls of red and white sand- 
stone. Then let the forces of nature work 
for ages. Now approach this scene through a 
heavy forest flecked with snow banks and wild 
flowers and suddenly come upon a sheer cliff 
and gaze down hundreds of feet into this 
forgotten city, and you may 
have some faint idea of the 
awe with which it is first 


AY Trip of 4400 miles in 30 days, through 


viewed. 
From here we went to 
Bryce Canyon, a National 


Monument to the wonders of 
America. It is fashioned after 
Cedar Breaks but its vastness 
is more inspiring. A silent city 
magnificent in its architec- 
ture of red and white stone, 
lofty buildings and walls, 
streets paved in broken mo- 
saics of every tint and shade 
of the rainbow,—such are the 
impressions one registers af- 
ter gazing at this great play 
city of nature that seems to 
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Donna Williams, center, 
mother, Mrs. G. 


20 


beckon one to clamber through its maze of 
winding avenues, lanes and park ways. 

From Bryce Canyon our road took us through 
the fertile valleys of Utah, where nearly two 
days were spent in Salt Lake City, viewing 
Great Salt Lake, the State Capitol, the Mor- 
mon Tabernacle and other “rubber neck" 
sights. From Salt Lake we passed into the state 
of Idaho, through Pocatello, Idaho Falls and 
on to the west entrance of Yellowstone. 


COLORFUL YELLOWSTONE IS INTERESTING 


Here began the sights for which we had 
originally set out. It is useless to try to describe 
in detail Yellowstone National Park except to 
say that it is one of the largest of the National 
Parks and lies in three states, mostly in Wyom- 
ing; that the main loop of road through the 
park requires about 200 miles of traveling; that 
you follow beautiful streams, go through virgin 
forests, pass from heat to snow, see cold 
springs and boiling lakes side by side, gaze on 
spouting geysers or stealthily peek down hissing 
holes until you wouldn't be surprised if the 
ground opened up anywhere and swallowed 
you; that you see beautiful terraces in many 
colors built several hundred feet high by de- 
posits from boiling springs; and that our time 
was all too short to do it as we should like. 
But we must not forget to mention the bears 
which visited us in camp or held us up on the 
road begging for food. 

We left Yellowstone with reluctance and 
wound our way via Three Forks, to Butte, 
Montana, thence to Wallace, Idaho. Here we 
made a side trip to the little mining town of 
Burke, a dingy village cramped back into a 
narrow canyon with no room for yards and 
the street and railroad occupying the same nar- 
row strip through town. If anyone is dis- 
satisfied with his delapidated home and small 
yard let him visit Burke and he will rejoice 
in his home and the size of his estate. 

From here we followed the General Mullen 


THE WILLIAMS PARTY 


with her husband, Ward Williams, and his 
M. Williams, ready to start on their tour of the West 
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Trail through Couer d’ Alene to Spokane, 
Washington from which point we made side 
trips to the numerous lakes in that region. 

Instead of following the usual route to Port- 
land we took the longer route via Lewiston 
which is just on the line between Washington 
and Idaho. Thence to Walla Walla and Pendle- 
ton, Oregon. 

From Pendleton to the Dalles we had views 
of the snow-capped peaks of Mt. Hood on one 
side and Mt. Adams on the other. At the Dalles 
commenced the memorable drive down the 
Columbia River Highway, a road of scenic 
beauty and a perfect highway to Portland. 
Frein here we went to Salem where we viewed 
Oregon’s capitol, thence through Eugene, 
Grant’s Pass and Medford. 

Again we turned off the road and climbed to 
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the rim of Crater Lake, a lake so blue and 
beautiful that the most imaginative artist could 
never overdo it. Here we had the unique ex- 
perience of camping between two snow banks. 
From Crater Lake we dropped down to Klam- 
ath Falls, thence to Ashland and into our own 
Golden State. 

Taking the Pacific Highway south we skirt- 
ed Mr. Shasta, visited Shasta Springs, viewed 
Mt. Lassen from a distance and via Davis to 
Vallejo where we crossed the Carquinez toll 
bridge and thence to Berkeley. We ferried to 
San Francisco and drove down the peninsula 
to Half Moon Bay. 

The next day took us to Redwood City, 
over the Dumbarton toll bridge, through Niles 
Canyon and back over our newly named 
Golden State Highway to Home Sweet Home. 


rainbow tints is Bryce Canyon 


Yellowstone Canyon is impressive in 
grandeur 
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A silent city of walls surmounted by towers and spires of 


Scenes 
brought back 


y 
Donna Williams 
on her recent 
tour through 
nine states 


The 'narrows" of Zion Park through which 
the river passes. 


Crater Lake, a lake so blue and beautiful that the most imagina- 


tive artist could never overdo it 
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BAKERSFIELD 
Reported by Јонм Ware and Staff 


Vacation! and the trip to be taken or the 
trip already taken is the thought uppermost in 
the minds of the employees of this district. 

De Nize Lohman has returned from a week’s 
vacation in Los Angeles where she had a won- 
derful time at luncheons, dinners and house 
parties. We are wondering if De Nize won't 
be making her permanent home in Los Ange- 
les soon. 

T. G. Conner spent his vacation at Kerck- 
hoff but it was not a pleasure trip exactly as 
he was with his daughter, Mrs. Jessie Thomp- 
son, wife of the Superintendent at Kerckhoff, 
who was quite ill. 

Mae Reynolds spent one week of her vaca- 
tion in Los Angeles. Although Mae came home 
to recuperate from a cold, she says, "It was 
worth it." 

Wayne Bradley motored to 
the northern part of the state 
and up into Oregon in his 
new Paige. He was accom- 
panied by one fair lady and 
her mother. We believe he 
started out for Canada but 
GEES spent too much time and 
money in San Francisco and had to turn back 
before he got that far. 

Geo. Harris went to San Francisco for his 
vacation but did not tell us much about his 
trip. George has a new Dodge Coupe and we 
know he made good use of it. 

J. €. Williams and family went to Los Ange- 
les for a week-end trip early in the month in 
his “Wild Irish Rose" but J. C. pulled into 
town in the wee hours of the morning after 
spending most of the night putting in new 
bearings. 

Violet Chidgey has had to take a leave of 
absence on account of ill health. We hope Vio- 
let will be able to be back with us in the Fall. 
Reports from her are to the effect that she is 
improving rapidly. 

Evelyn Riggs is spending a week of her va- 
cation with her sister in Los Angeles. At the 
end of the first week she expects to be joined by 
Eria Ball and the two girls will spend a week 
at Long Beach where they intend to do noth- 
ing but eat and sleep. They expect to gain at 
least ten pounds. 

Mabel McDougall is also in Los Angeles 
for a week and Bert Walford will spend part 
of his time at his mountain cabin in Frazer 
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Mountain Park and the remainder of the time 
at the Southern beaches. 


RETAIL STORE 


The Retail Store furnished some excitement, 
in the way of a fire, on Tuesday, August 2. 
The fire started in the work shop at about 7 
o'clock in the evening but due to the speedy 
work of C. W. Lightner, Jimmie Wainscoat 
and Hans Nissen who broke through a door 
connecting the store with the Consumers’ De- 
partment, the fire was kept under control 
with fire extinguishers until the Fire Depart- 
ment arrived and finished the job with chem- 
icals. The employees of the Retail Store have 
given the Fire Department a vote of thanks 
for the nice, clean work they did in putting 
out this fire. 

Fay Phillips is the new bookkeeper for the 
Retail Store, taking the place of Lee Sumner 
who left a month ago. 

E. P. Hodshire is spending his vacation in 
Los Angeles, and R. W. Downing from Fresno 
is here relieving Mr. Hodshire and incidentally 
cleaning up the mess made by the fire. Mr. 
Hodshire's vacation certainly came at an op- 
portune time,—for him. 

Johnny Broedeur is taking in northern 
points of interest on his vacation and T. M. 
Lee is making an extended tour of the State. 


BAKERSFIELD AND KERN ELECTRIC RAILWAY 


Vacations are now in full swing. Track man 
D. Jump led off with a two weeks' rest the 
latter part of June. R. F. Coates followed suit 
early in July and contrary to his habits of the 
past several years he remained at home and 
rested instead of going to the beaches. 


G. W. Johnson, barn foreman, enjoyed a 
two weeks’ vacation recently with his family 
and traveled from Bakersfield to San Diego 
and thence along the coast to San Francisco. 
George reports a wonderful time and to prove 
that he is fond of the valley, brought the same 
air back home in all of his tires. 

Byron Peevy, another member of the barn 
force, is absent on vacation at present choos- 
ing Southern California as his haven of rest 
and sunburn. 

Car Operator W. J. Glenn is back on the 
job again for a short time between vacation 
periods. 

Operator S. M. Cauvel, who owns one and 
a half acres of land within a short distance 
from the new Union Avenue oil well made a 
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very satisfactory lease of his 
property recently nad expects 
to have a black gold mine on 
his place early in the coming 
year. 

C. E. Shea, recently employed 
as relief operator, tried out one 
of the carbon tetrachloride fire 
extinguishers which have late- 
ly been installed on the street 
cars and it did its “stuff.” 
Shea had just stopped at the 
end of the North Chester Av- 
enue car line when some one 
shouted “fire.” Looking around 
he discovered that an automo- 
bile driven by a woman was 
burning. Grabbing the extin- 
guisher Shea made quick work 
of the job. The fire department 
whcih drove up just аз the 
last flame expired had’ nothing 
to do but ride back to the 
station. 

Bus Operator J. J. Steffen motored to Paso 
Robles early in the month to inspect his ranch 
property. Joe has some land located in oil ter- 
ritory also. 

Car Operator Fred (Battling) McComsey 
has temporarily abandoned his ring activities. 
They gave him a package of T. N. T. labeled 
"cheese" for his last engagement and now 
Mac is looking for the man who got the labels 
mixed. 

Car Operator W. Brockman and wife spent 
a recent week-end at the southern beaches. 

Operator C. E. Carden also spent a few 
days in Los Angeles. 


BAKERSFIELD STEAM PLANT 


Roy Vega has also taken his vacation this 
month but did not let us in on where he spent 
it but the southern beaches and the bright bath- 


IT TAKES THE DIPS OUT OF VOLTAGE AT WEEDPATCH SUB. 
This new apparatus maintains voltage conditions suitable to all prac- 
tical purposes in the service of the agricultural load 
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NEW WEEDPATCH SUBSTATION 


To take care of increasing agricultural demands in a productive sec- 
tion of Kern County this substation recently was increased to 12,000 


horsepower 


ing suits are quite an attraction. Glenn Ayer 
did not tell us where he went either but re- 
ported a good time. Tom Hart and family went 
to the coast and reported fishing good. Tom is 
our “Isaak Walton.” J. H. Miller, A. B. Berges, 
J. Daillak all reported good trips. 

M. L. Crum who recently purchased a new 
car mofored to 
Pismo with his 
family for their 
vacation and from 
there down the 
coast to all the 
southern beaches. 
According to cards 
mailed to us he 
has overhauled the 
car twice and is not home yet but he reports 
a fine time and a good catch of fish at Santa 
Monica. 

W. S. Crum is spending his 
vacation at home. 

Ross Lathrop is now Super- 
intendent of the Kern Canyon 
power house, succeeding M. M. 
McElligott, who has been 
transferred to the Bakersfield 
Steam Plant. 


ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT 


Miss Laura Mason, of the 
Operating Department, has been 
lil with tonsilitis but is back 
to work again and feeling 
much better. 

Lou Johnston, commonly 
known as “Uncle Lou” has re- 
turned from a two weeks’ vaca- 
tion at Newsom Springs, near 
Pismo. 

P. C. Oldershaw and family 
are vacationing at Newport 
Beach and San Diego. 


STORES DEPARTMENT 


F. B. Tarpley was the first 
from the Stores Department to 
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answer the call of the road this year. Frank 
spent most of his time at Yosemite,—his first 
trip to the park. 

C. E. Howard left on July 11th for a two 
months’ auto tour of the States, his main ob- 
jective being Tennessee. His place was taken 
by E. V. Mitchell. 

J. F. Davis enjoyed his vacation at Morro 
Bay, fishing and sleeping. We know he got 
plenty of sleep. 

A very tragic accident occurred August 8 
when E. V. Mitchell was killed almost instant- 
ly in an automobile collision. His wife and 
family have the sincere sympathy of the en- 
tire organization. 

P. J. (Pete) Crosson is back with us after 
several months absence, taking the place of 
Earl Mitchell. 


FRESNO DISTRICT NEWS 
CLINTON WORDEN, Reporter 

Vacation time is in full swing. It’s the same 
old story but one we always welcome. 

Roland Luick spent the great- 
er part of his vacation in San 
Francisco expecting to drive 
to Los Angeles during the last 
few days to meet Dewey Fisher, 
who was visiting with Jesse 
Luke, formerly of our organi- 
zation. Roland’s plans somehow 
miscarried as he did not leave 
San Francisco and it has been 
rumored that either a blond or 
a brunette was responsible. 
Dewey and Jesse made their 
annual trip to Tiajuana and а!- 
so visited southern coast towns. 

Bill Early was a visitor at 
California Hot Springs for a 
few days during his vacation. 
We are of the opinion that Cal- 
ifornia Hot Sprnigs is going to 
have a run on customers this 
season as numerous admirers of 
Mr. Early are endeavoring to 
discover the source of the elixir 
which caused the transforma- 
tion that took place during his 
vacation period. We notice 
that he is wearing the Rudolph 
Valentino haircut. 

С. W. Hughett and family 
were visiting in the South and 
had a very enjoyable vacation 
at Long Beach. Mrs. Townsend 
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and Dorothy Vogler decided 
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she was taken ill during the 
first part of her stay and had 
to return to Fresno. She plans 
to finish her vacation later in 
the year when she will visit 
points around the Bay. 
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Mrs. Hill had a pleasant time at Minarets 
spending her time fishing and sewing. Dor- 
othy Dreblow went to Huntington Lake for a 
nice quiet rest. 


L. W. Jacobs motored to San Jose and So- 
nora. When asked what part of his trip he 
enjoyed most he replied, “Sleeping.” 

Ernest Henderson and family motored to 
Carmel and Pacific Grove during the foremost 
part of their vacation. The latter part was 
spent at Shaver Lake. 


Bertha Magann and Helen Boling are work- 
ing in the Consumers’ Department temporarily 
while the summer vacations are in vogue. 

Ann Megenity visited with her sister in Eu- 
gene, Oregon. She had a very wonderful trip 
and made a number of side trips from Eugene 
going as far north as Seattle. 

G. L. Van Buren and family spent a week of 
their vacation at their cottage near Shaver 
Lake. Rumor has it that G. L.’s time was put 
in digging a hole in the ground and breaking 
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SAN JOAQUIN POWER STUNT INTERESTS JAPANESE 
This feature story and picture of the San Joaquin Power entry which 
took first prize in the pageant at the last annual Ad Mask Ball of the 
Fresno Advertising Club, was translated from a recent issue of Electrical 
West and appeared in ‘‘Denkinotomo,” a Japanese electrical trade journal. 
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rock. No, Garrett isn't a “Gold Digger," he 
was merely digging a well for the water sup- 
ply of his cabin and neighbors. 

Chet Eaton and Norman Eichelberger spent 
their vacation in deep sea fishing and from 
the accompanying picture it appears that the 
results were very good although the identity of 
the fisherman is in doubt. We are accepting 
Norman's word that he is holding the fish. 
Chet failed to bring home proof of his fishing 
ability. 

“Barney” Mergenthaler took a week of his 
vacation and motored to Los Angeles and vi- 
cinity by way of Parkfield Grade and the 
Coast. As this was “Barney’s” old home, he had 
a very pleasant vacation visiting with relatives 
and friends. 


George Zelhart's vacation included a trip to 
San Francisco thence down the coast to Los 
Angeles. Unfortunately George had to take the 
trip alone as Mrs. Zelhart is on a visit to Hono- 
lulu. Hard luck, George. 

Betty Repshur was one of the Fresno District 
employees who attended the dance recently giv- 
en at Balch Camp. Betty was so busy dancing 
that she stepped on a loose board which broke 
and held her fast through the floor. We heard 
that it took four carpenters and the "Ship's 
Cook" to release the young lady from her pre- 
dicament. 


We recently had as visitors in Fresno Dis- 
trict Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Barrett and little 
daughter of Madera. Everyone was glad to see 
them. We noticed, however, that Jimmie is 
gradually losing all of his locks. 


CONSTRUCTION SERVICE DEPT. 
W. A. Warner, Reporter x 


Joe Neal drove into Arizona reporting a nice 
trip, although road conditions after leaving 
California were not so good. 

Dan Quinlivan went 
fishing over on the 
coast and caught a 
salmon by the tail. 

Phil Briggs spent 
one week of his vaca- 
tion camping at Jack- 
ass Meadows, making 
„ а trip back to Lillian 

Lake. This lake has 
been stocked for three years and thus far, 
there haven't been over a dozen fishermen on 
the lake. The snow was four feet deep all 
around the lake. 

George Taaffe figured in a smash-up with 
his Studebaker Coupe on June 30 at Hawes 
and Merced, when a woman driving a new 
Dodge cut the corner and ran into them, turn- 
ing the car over on its side. Mrs. Taaffe was 
slightly injured and George escaped with a 
slight gash on his wrist. 

The Accident Prevention Committee had its 
regular meeting on July 1. 

Joe Aurtrand spent a week at Long Beach 
enjoying the ocean breeze. 

D. L. Hutsell journeyed to Arizona, combin- 
ing sick leave and vacation, and is now back 
on the job. 
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Al Hightower went up to Beasore Meadows 
and fished on Beasore Creek over the week- 
end of July 16th and 17th. 


A fishing trip into Bear Trap Meadow was 
spoiled for George Taaffe on July 18 when he 
and his automobile were commandeered by a 
forest ranger just about the time that George 
was all set to cast his hook into the stream. 
The automobile was needed to go after two 
more rangers who were to form a party for 
the search of five children, ranging in age 
from six to ten years, who had wandered away 
from camp. The search began at 7 o'clock in 
the evening and ended at 4 o'clock next morn- 
ing when the children were .found two miles 
from camp perched on a high rock where they 
had taken refuge from a herd of cattle grazing 
on the hills. George almost exhausted his sup- 
ply of gasoline in the search but the fond par- 
ents failed to show their appreciation of his 
efforts by offering him some from their car. 
The ranger advised George to proceed as far 
as his gas would take him and then to stop 
in the road so no cars could pass. This he 
did and was rewarded by a donation of a gal- 
lon of gas which carried him to Pinehurst 
where he filled up. Arriving home at 9 p. m. 
on the 19th George decided that he had had 
enough of the hills and human carelessness for 
one trip. 

Frank McCamish is back to his old tricks 
again, of keeping the housewives satisfied with 
their electric ranges. Frank spent his vacation 
in the bay region with Chet Coon and others. 


WE RECOGNIZE THE FISH BUT WHO IS THE MAN? 


This photograph “ав is" was produced by Norman 

Eichelberger as evidence of his angling ability. While 

Reporter Worden feels that it is asking an awful lot 

he accepts the picture only on Norm's past reputation 
for truth and veracity 
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HELEN Cowan, Reporter 


Timid bachelors felt the props slide away 
when the town criers released the news of the 
marriage of Syd Green of our advertising de- 
partment. It seems that all Syd’s harangues to 
the Alfalfa Club had been only perfidy and hy- 
pocrisy, designed to cover preparations for his 
big scoop. The wedding took place in Los 
Angeles on July 12, while he was in the city 
on an ostensible business trip. Mrs. Green was 
formerly Mrs. Mildred Hushaw, secretary of 
the Mountain Pine Sales Agency in the Mattei 
Building. 

Miss Olive Shook attended the national con- 
vention of the Business and Professional Wo- 
men’s Clubs in San Francisco, July 17-23, which 
was presided over by her cousin, Lena Madi- 
son Phillips. 

Investigation of a new invention claiming 
to obtain electricity from the air took Г. J. 
Moore to Denver July 16-25. 

The ninth floor is glad to have Katherine 
Krum back at her desk again after five weeks’ 
illness. Katherine has been re-elected president 
of the social club formed last winter, members 
of which include Johnnie Cobb, Hazel Moxsy, 
Edna Ballard, Rose Dickson, Lillian Broeker, 
Lois Smith, Marie Haile, Effie Henfling, May- 
belle Beckett, Thelma Cargile, Cleo Harris, 
Katherine Krum, and Genevieve Sawyers. One 
of the recent good times held by the club, to 
be known in the future as "Les Hiboux,” was 


JOLLY "LES HIBOUX" AT JOLLY POOL 
Hazel Moxsy is seated on the wall while those stand- 


left to right, Johnnie Cobb, Irene Griffin, 
Marie Haile and Katherine Krum 


ing are, 
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a swimming party at ће R. Е. Jolley pool, 
followed by a picnic lunch at Roeding Park. 


A. Uhrich, in the stock transfer department, 
spent his vacation in Los Angeles, after a рге 
liminary week-end visit to Yosemite. His good 
time was enhanced by a new Hudson brougham, 
the envy of the office. 


Johnnie Cobb vacationed strenuously in Yo- 
semite for a week, and now she's wondering 
when she will find time for that rest she in- 
tended to take. 


J. P. McElroy has returned from Crane Val- 
ley after a two weeks' vacation, bringing back 
some rare fish stories, including some about 
great catches of golden trout, and a better one 
about a race with the mermaids which he had 
to finish in a boat. 


Pauline Sims drove to Long Beach, where 
she spent her vacation visiting friends. 

One of the most interesting trips reported to 
avid vacation fans (all of us these days) was 
Donna Williams’ visit to Yellowstone National 
Park. The Chamber of Commerce could get a 
lot of powerful testimonials from Donna on 
the matter of California roads and auto ser- 
vice, but she doesn't dispute the Yellowstone's 
claim for matchless scenery. 


*Molly" Lohse of the Power Sales Depart- 
ment created a sensation by joining the Amer- 
icna Legion Tour for a trip to France. Leaving 
the latter part of July, he expects to be gone 
for about there months, and probably will visit 
Italy, Germany, and England, before his re- 
turn. 


A. M. Frost, Sales Manager, joined his fam- 
ily at Santa Barbara for a two weeks’ vaca- 
tion the last of July. 

Washington, state of fogs and red apples, 
has added new glamor since the return of 
Louise Thomson, who spent her vacation in 
the country surrounding Seattle, and is enthus- 
iastic in her praise of its beauties. 

Bud Moore crowded a variety of adventure 
into his vacation, from the simplicities of coun- 
try life at the ranch in Mariposa County near 
Coulterville, where he rode the cow-paths 
rounding up herds of pet cattle, to the sophis- 
tries of Hollywood, where he watched the 
movie queens at work and prepared to give 
advance press notices on “The King of Kings.” 
Rud persuaded his way on to some visiting 
battleships, too, including a mine crew from 
Honolulu. 


EIGHTH FLOOR 
Nyra С. LETCHWORTH, Reporter 


Speaking of vacations, one of the most ex- 
tensive trips on this floor was that taken 
by L. C. Streit, who went East by the 
Santa Fe route through Kansas City and Chi- 
cago, and returning through Colorado and 
Utah, stopped in Salt Lake City and other 
points of interest. 

Mrs. Susie Steele, with her brother and her 
two little daughters, has gone on a motoring 
trip through the Northwest, expecting to re- 
turn about September 1. They will travel on 
the Redwood Highway to Crater Lake and the 
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Oregon caves, then drive to Seattle, where 
Mrs. Steele will visit a sister whom she has not 
seen for several years. Later they will go to 
Missoula, Montana, returning to California 
by Yellowstone Park and Salt Lake City. 
Mrs. Cora I. Gorman spent several days in 
Yosemite, driving over the Tioga Pass to Lake 
Tahoe, and returning through Placerville. 


Kate Lundy went West, where men are men 
and all that, to Boise, Idaho. It may seem 
paradoxical to speak of going West from Cali- 
fornia, but ask any Californian if Idaho isn't 
farther west than Fresno. Kate had a two 
weeks’ visit with her parents there. 

Mrs. Anna Thomas had the cherished priv- 
ilege of a California booster,—that of showing 
our sights to an Easterner when she recently 
had as her guest her cousin, Mrs. Winifred 
Daly, from Springfield, Massachusetts, who 
attended the Professional and Business Wo- 
men’s Convention in San Francisco. Their trip 
included Yosemite, San Francisco, Stanford 
University, Pacific Grove, and the Coast 
Drive to Long Beach. 

Tijuana’s newest sport, dog racing, was 
witnessed by Ruth Garretson on her trip to 
the South. After this debauch, Ruth visited 
Santa Monica, Venice, and Long Beach. 


Frank Burnham was another Los Angeles 
visitor, spending his vacation with his mother 
and sisters, who reside in the southern city. 

Catherine Warren and her family drove to 
Southern California, stopping at San Diego, 
Tia Juana, and several other points. Violet 
Chandler spent her time in Los Angeles with 
lots of shows, swimming, and shopping, she 
says. Myrtle Flake visited friends there, who 
in true Los Angeles style, staged a parade of 
the town for her. It just seemed as though a 
million people were at Seventh and Broadway 
to see her. 

Visitors to the North ran a close race with 
all these Southern travellers. Alberta Van Noy 
spent two weeks visiting her sister in Oakland, 
driving to Sacramento over the week-end and 
coming home by way of Santa Cruz. Claude 
Sterling, Virgil Matthews, and Mary Smith 
were among other Santa Cruz vacationists. Ger- 
trude Smith went to Arroyo Grande for her 
vacation, visiting her father. Beth Hilton 
spent several days at Dinkey Creek with her 
family, resting after a slight illness. 


Candy and cigars and 
a perfectly immense chest 
have announced to the 
office that Walter Couse 
has acquired a very new 
son and heir, who will 
be known аз Walter 
Couse, Jr. The little nine- 
pound boy was born on 
July 12, 

Several girls have left 
us this month, including Edna Ballard, in A. 
S. Walthall's office, Ruth Kelly, Grace Hare, 
and Cybel Down. The girls of Mr. Walthall's 
office gave a surprise party for Edna on Aug- 
ust $ at her home on Kearney Avenue. 
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FLoRENCE APP, Reporter 


If Dan Cupid continues to prefer the General 
Office building as a hunting ground, we may 
have to suggest that a special column be re- 
served to report the injured and fatally wound- 
ed, for the answer to the riddle, ^Why is a 
man like an old shoe, that both need a mate to 
be complete," has caused great activities in the 
office of the Cupid-Hymen Company, “En- 
tangling Alliances,” to-wit: Gordon Eugene 
Brown, sometimes known as Gene Brown, was 
married to Miss Minnie Clementine Silers of 
Kingsburg, Saturday, July 23, 1927. They are 
now spending their first honeymoon at the 
Yosemite Valley and Pomona and on their re- 
turn will settle down in a cozy apartment in 
Fresno. The Engineering Department presented 
the bride and groom with a handsome present 
in token of their regards. 

Bobbie Moore of Lee Duncan’s office spent 
a part of his vacation at San Luis Obispo, re- 
turning with excess baggage in the way of a 
heavy coat of tan and sun-burn. The remainder 
of his time, so we understand, was spent in 
buying cold creams and lotions. Bob has now 
resigned in order to enter an art school in 
San Francisco and in commemoration of the 
event he was given a luncheon at the Hotel 
Fresno and presented with a wrist watch as a 
farewell gift from his co-workers. Bob stood in 
the doorway and kissed all the girls good-bye. 

Carrol Horton of the Engineering Depart- 
ment went to Stanford (о take entrance ex- 
aminations for the fall semester and on his 
return started to work on his ranch like a real 
post-graduate. He is now back at work enter- 
taining T-squares, tracing paper, etc. 

Roy V. Hall has returned from a much en- 
joyed vacation which he spent in San Fran- 
cisco and vicinity. He says it would take a 
“Five Foot Shelf” to tell of his travels and 
pleasures of this trip. We understand that he 
was chaperoned by three sisters—whose? 

Among the recent callers were Ann Otto 
and Donald, Jr. Don is a great favorite with 
his mother’s former co-workers and we believe 
when he is grown up he will be a real ladies’ 
man. However, the Otto family have only re- 
cently returned from a vacation spent at Santa 
Cruz and E. W. says that son Don is going 
to be a “whale of a fisherman.” 

Wayne Stone of the Engineering Department 
together with Mrs. Stone spent their vacation 
at Lake Shore, Huntington Lake. Wayne says 
there is nothing in getting up at 3 a. m. and 
walking 14 miles for a fish. 

Mrs. Ernest L. Flentje, the former Eva Wat- 
son of Dr. Mordoff's staff, paid a short visit 
and renewed old time friendships. 

E. J. Crawford attended the recent P. C. 
E. A. Convention held at Santa Cruz and says 
that a short motor boat ride was the extent 
of his dissipation. He is now taking a real vaca- 
tion at Emerald Bay. 

Dispatcher R. W. Lingle is attending the an- 
nual State Convention of the American Legion 
at Santa Barbara. This convention is his 
“hobby” as he has attended every one since the 
organization of this society. 
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Dispatcher О. E. Longtin and family have 
returned from a motor trip to Vancouver. The 
spare tire was mounted in front so one couldn't 
tell whether he was coming or going. 


Marie Steinhauer of the Telephone Depart- 
ment spent her vacation visiting her brother in 
San Francisco. She reports no thrilling experi- 
ences as a result of this trip. 


Irene Osburn spent a few days in the south 
as she accompanied her mother to Los Ange- 
les and adjacent beaches on a short sight-seeing 
trip prior to the latter’s departure for her home 
in St. Louis. 

O. R. Nelson of H. N. Kalb’s department is 
spending his vacation on the coast and we will 
have to await his return before we can report 
as to the deportment of all the whales, sharks, 
etc. 


C. C. Wilson of Lee Duncan's office went 
over to Santa Cruz and on the return trip 
took in the Redwoods and Alameda. 


L. R. Duncan has taken his family to San 
Diego on their vacation and Lee says he is 
going to catch all of the fish in the ocean. 
Note: Please leave one for us next year. 


Chas Laverty accompanied 
by his mother and Naughty, 
the dog, motored to San 
Francisco and down the 
coast to San Diego, spend- 
ing a day in the famous 
city of Tia Juana. He 
brought nothing back with 
him but Mexican cigarettes, 
and a good case of sunburn. 
The most eventful incident of the entire trip 
occurred when he ran over a chicken. He went 
back to pick it up, but the bird scrambled up, 
gave him a wicked wink and ran away. 


SAN JOAQUIN 
ЕГЕАМОКА Hanson, Reporter 


Vacation time in this district is about over 
and the enthused vacationists all report a won- 
derful time. E. G. Stahl and DeWitt Scott were 
members of a fishing party that packed back 
into the mountains near Hume; District Fore- 
man P. G. Slingsby and family hit for Cal- 
gary, Canada; “Hi” and Mrs. Francis spent 
their vacation in San Luis Obispo; while Jim 
Bowers spent his vacation at Silver Lake. 

Mrs. Gilbert Holmes and Mrs. Floyd Schaf- 
fer are back after six weeks’ being spent in 
Yosemite. 

Miss Geraldine Smith recently spent the week- 
end in Monterey where she visited relatives. 

Rov Caton, storekeeper, is sporting a new 
Jordan. 

Elenora Hansen, stenographer, spent her va- 
cation in the southern part of the state, visiting 
relatives. 

L. Е. Gibson and family have returned af- 
ter spending a pleasant week at San Jose. 

J. B. Turner is planning to spend his vaca- 
tion in the vicinity of Feather River. 
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SIXTH FLOOR 
Rura Hayen, Reporter 


The list of vacationers was highly increased 
during July. Oren Reed went back to Indiana, 
where he completed his course and received 
his degree in Civil Engineering. C. P. Rhine 
went to San Francisco where he gave the 
Great Western the once over. Oscar Schu- 
wendt is now in Los Angeles but we can't sav 
just how he is behaving. Probably for the best 
anyway. 

Bettie Runnels went up to Huntington Lake 
for a few days and then down to the Southern 
Beaches for the remainder of her vacation, vis- 
iting with friends. Mrs. A. Blasingame went 
up to Lassen County where she visited friends 
in Red Bluff and Shasta. At Lassen she went 
through the Devil's Kitchen which she says is 
something to look at twice. L. C. Martin mo- 
tored to Yosemite, over to Monterey and then 
down to Tia Juana. We hope L. C. had a 
good time but in a dead old place like Tia 
Juana it's doubtful. Frank Edsall being one 
of those ambitious persons stayed home to 
overhaul the “big black Ford.” С. Н. Grum- 
mett needed a rest so he spent his vacation in 
Fresno. 


Everybody knows that Joe Sears is one of 
those real old mountaineers so he went way back 
in the High Sierras to get another taste of 
mountain life. Joe forgot to take his razor along 
and from the pictures he brought back he looks 
like a poor ad for a barber shop. It really did 
do him good though, 'cause he tips the scales 
about fifty pounds more. 


Louise Mitchell spent one week of her vaca- 
tion the first part of the summer but has just 
returned from one grand and glorious week 
spent in Los Angeles. Hollywood isn't so bad 
either, is it Louise? Mrs. Cook is now on her 
vacation at Monterey, where Edna Walsh 
spent last week-end with her. 

"Pat" Patterson (S. B.) went up to Yosemite 
for a few days. Hiking up to Glacier Point he 
heard something coming up the trail behind 
him. One look back gave Pat an inspiration to 
do a 100-yard dash in nothing flat, 'cause his 
follower was nothing more than a big black 
bear. 


FIFTH FLOOR 


Стлоуз Francis, Reporter 

With head bowed, low-eyes grown dim and 
heart heavy, Les Wolcott saw his beloved Dodge 
given into the keeping of another. For that is 
life—the new replaces the old and Les is for- 
getting to remember those many, many miles of 
faithful service while listening to the purr of 
the Buick that replaced Old Reliable. 

Ann Jorgensen packed her tooth brush along 
with her husband and small son and took her- 
self up to the Oregon Trail or thereabouts for 
two weeks. 

R. E. Dunkle spent his allotted two weeks 
with his family at Morro Bay. 

Vet Boller is down at Ocean Park making 
the wild waves wilder as this goes to press. 


Acoust, 1927 
SELMA 


Frankie McCrory, Reporter 


Mrs. Mabel Tripp held an Everhot Demon- 
stration in Selma on June 29 and 30 which was 
attended by a large number of the ladies of 
the community who visited the office to learn 
more of the cookers. The office force also en- 
joyed and appreciated some mighty fine cake 
which she had baked in the cooker. 


The “gang” turned out en masse and staged 
j a charivari for our 
ILL newly-wed meter read- 
er, Tom Dean and his 
bride on June 23, giv- 
ing them a “powerful” 
é lot of good wishes for 
the coming years. 
Later in the evening an automatic toaster was 
presented to the happy couple, and after de- 
licious refreshments had been served we all 
departed wishing them much happiness. 


An employees! meeting was held on the lawn 
on June 23, when J. M. Buswell gave an in- 
teresting talk on safety which was much en- 
joved and appreciated. 

Glenn Jarnagin is taking her vacation in 
relays! The first week she spent very happily 
and also “тоо quickly," so she says, in Santa 
Maria with her sister and brother-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. Houlihan, and also took in a trip to 
Redlands, and Los Angeles over the 4th, re- 
hee to the office and duty on the 6th of 
uly. 

Ed Greenwald has been promoted from As- 
sist District Foreman, to District Foreman, 
and is carrying the dignity of his new title 
quite heavily. We all say “Mister” now when 
addressing him. 

Lola Anderson made a hurried trip to Wat- 
sonville on Sunday, June 26, returning the same 
day. She and Mrs. Anderson were accompanied 
on the trip by Mrs. Anderson’s father, who will 
remain a while in hope that it will benefit 
his health. 

Harry Grimes spent one week of his vaca- 
tion motoring throughout the state, spending 
part of the time in San Francisco, and the Bay 
towns, and part of it in Los Angeles and vi- 
cinity, but a good part was spent on the road! 

Everett Jarnagin, assistant storekeeper spent 
his vacation most pleasantly traveling leisurely 
over the state in his trusty Ford, first going to 
San Francisco, and then down the Coast Route 
to Santa Maria where he visited for a day 
or two, and then to Los Angeles, and San 
Diego. 

Several took short trips over the 4th of 

July, Santa Cruz 
drawing the biggest 
number. Rena Steven- 
son joined a party of 
friends, and had a 
wonderful time еп- 
joying the surf bath- 
ing immensely. Clara 
Rasmussen also spent 
the week-end in San- 
ta Cruz and from her coat of tan we know she 
also enjoyed the wonderful beach. 
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Herb Brentlinger and family are enjoying 
their vacation in the Southern part of the State, 
visiting with friends, and enjoying the South- 
ern Beaches. 

Harry Wolfenbarger also is spending his va- 
cation in Los Angeles where there seems to 
be some special attraction, so we gave Harry 
fair warning that we wanted him to return 
single! 

Н. H. Young and С. B. Finney have been - 
quite stuck up lately, and when we learned 
the reason, we did not blame them, and became 
proud of them. They are both wearing ten- 
year service pins, which they received this 
month. А 

Н. Н. Young and family spent the 4th vis- 
iting in Los Angeles, and he reports having 
a “quiet” time, which might bear looking into, 
for who ever heard of Howard having a quiet 
time? 

Mr. Finney is studying French these days, 
practicing up for his trip to France. If you 
ask him anything, he either shrugs his should- 
ers or talks with his hands, so we know that 
he will be able to be understood when he gets 
over there. He expects to leave here September 
3 and will take his ship from New York, and 
have three weeks in France, attending the A. 
Е. Е. Convention, and visiting all the principal 
points of interest. His many friends are all 
glad that he can avail himself of this trip, and 
as a token of the esteem in which he is held 
the Power employees are contributing a little 
fund with which to make his trip more en- 
joyable. 

Miss Naomi Hemmingsen of the Operating 
Department, spent the 4th with a party of 
friends in Santa Cruz, reporting a very pleas- 
ant time. 


MADERA 


Mance Cook, Reporter 


Е. E. Rodman, Lyman Harris, and D. К. De 
Chaine have taken over the management 
of the Coyotes, the 
Madera baseball team, 
and will endeavor to put 
out a better brand of base- 
ball for the ош E 
The club includes five 
© а power company employees, 
F. E. Rodman, manager; Lyman Harris, cap- 
tain and center fielder; С. К. Koenig, secretary- 
treasurer; Ed Scott, left-fielder and D. R. De 
Chaine, second-baseman. A sample of this im- 
provement was shown on Sunday, July 31, 
when Madera defeated Dinuba with a score 
of 13-4, 

Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Hosler and little daugh- 
ter, Helen Jean, have just returned from two 
weeks’ vacation spent in the mountains and 
Alameda. 

Santa Cruz seemed to be a Mecca for Ma- 
derans over the week-end of July 4. Those 
joining the caravan to this popular resort were 
Maurice Powell, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Carpenter, 
Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Cook, Mr. and Mrs. С. V. 
Footman and daughter Aileen, and Henry Kast, 
who spent part of his time at Santa Cruz and 
the remainder fishing at Boulder Creek. 
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Paul Hollister and family have moved to 
Chowchilla where Paul was transferred to take 
the place of August Kuhlemeir, former Service- 
man’s helper at Chowchilla, who was trans- 
ferred to Los Banos. 


Vacations are just "happening" right and 
left. Maurice Powell, serviceman, has returned 
from his vacation, which was spent in Oregon 
and Santa Cruz. Upon Maurice's return, Е. В. 
Crawford and wife left for Santa Cruz on their 
vacation. Ross is our other serviceman and be- 
ing a great fisherman, he will probably spend 
the greatest part of his time deep sea angling. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Carpenter. have just re- 
turned from Southern California, where most 
of their time was spent at Long Beach and Cat- 
alina. On their return trip they took the Coast 
route and spent a few days in San Francisco. 


Mrs. Madge Cook is back to work again af- 
ter “vacationing” in Yosemite, San Francisco 
and Berkeley. 

Francis Eugene Rodman, collector, with his 
wife, spent his vacation in Los Angeles. It is 
understood that Gene sat at every ball game 
played in L. A. while he was there, getting 
“pointers” on the baseball situation. As the new 
manager of the Madera “Coyotes,” Gene felt 
duty-bound to get all wised up before returning 
home. It might be said that L. A. stands in the 
Coast League in about the same place that the 
Coyotes do in the Valley League. 

Coming as a com- 
plete surprise to 
everyone was the 
marriage of Bill 
Taylor, lineman, and 
Caroline Steinhour 
of Madera, on July 
24. The honeymoon 
was spent in San 
Francisco and they 
returned to make their home in Merced. Bill 
has been transferred to take charge of the hot 
tap work in the Merced District, beginning 
August 1. The Madera employees take this 
opportunity to extend all best wishes possible 
to the young couple. Also, to congratulate Bill 
on his step upward, even though it meant tak- 
ing him out of the Madera District. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. V. Footman and daughter 
Aileen spent their vacation "gypsying" along 
the Coast towns. Santa Cruz, Monterey and 
Los Angeles were included in their two weeks' 
travel. 

Jack Ronell, who has been quite ill, is re- 
ported to be on the road to recovery. 

Sidney Green entertained the Madera Lions 
Club on Wednesday, July 13, with the "Carpet 
of Green" motion picture. 


SAN LOUIS OBISPO 
AND PASO ROBLES 
І. M. Кіснетті, Reporter 


D. C. Miller, Valley Electrical Supply Com- 
pany salesman, has moved to San Luis Obispo. 

Miss Elizabeth Simkins has accepted а posi- 
tion in the San Luis Obispo office. 

During the month of July, we had several 
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visitors from Fresno at the San Luis Obispo 
office, among them being, A. G. Wishon, A. M. 
Frost and E. P. Smith. 

Chas. J. Kelly has returned from a three 
weeks’ trip in the East and reports a wonderful 
time. While visiting a “Bier Garden” in Cin- 
cinnati, the place was raided. Mr. Kelly says 
when the officers discovered he was from Cali- 
fornia they released him. 


J. W. Dunlap of the line crew has purchased 
a new home, completely electrically equipped. 

Ted Keppler of the Fresno Garage and Bill 
Willoughby of Corcoran have been visiting at 
Morro Bay. 


Gus Roberts left for a two weeks’ vacation 
without telling us where he was going. 

Half of Corcoran and a good portion of the 
San Joaquin Valley has been vacationing at Pis- 
mo Beach this year. 

The Board of Supervisors of San Luis Obis- 
po County have asked for bids for the instal- 
lation of tanks and pipes for a water system to 
serve the Whitley Poultry Units, a new sub- 
division east of Paso Robles. The system will 
be built under an improvement district act. 


Another improvement district is in the for- 
mative period for the grading of streets and 
the installation of electric lights and water 
mains in the Orchard Bungalow Tract, across 
the Salinas River from Paso Robles. Much of 
this tract has been sold on contract and the 
owners are waiting for the installation of im- 
provements before building on their property. 


TAFT 


Кор McDonaLp, Reporter 


G. D. Ingersoll and Vern Huntzberry spent 
their vacations in the Peppermint Meadow dis- 
trict, which is reached by packing a distance of 
thrity miles. They report that on account of 
the inaccessibility of the country fishing is ex- 
cellent, and they were able to catch the limit 
soon after their arrival. Their fish stories 
were backed up by photos from Vern’s camera. 

E. R. Ingersoll and his family enjoyed their 
vacation at San Diego and the other southern 
Cities, 

A great many trips were taken over the 
Fourth of July holidays. 

Loretta McCurd motored to Long Beach т 
her new Ford Coupe to spend the Fourth of 
July with her mother; A. C. Pettis and his fam- 
ily visited Long Beach over the Fourth, where 
Mrs. Pettis and little Pat will spend several 
weeks; Ray Minner, with his wife and little 
son, spent the week-end of the Fourth at 
Cayucas; F. O. Berry and his wife motored to 
Cambria for the week-end and report much 
sport. 

E. J. Fuller celebrated over the Fourth at 
Pismo Beach. There were some gorgeous 
floats in the parade, he says, and he is still 
wondering whether the one with P. G. on the 
side represented Pacific Gas or Pismo Gin. 
Did we say celebrated? 

Weaver Pittman recently spent the week-end 
visiting his wife and baby, who are staying in 
Los Angeles through the hot weather. 


Aucust, 1927 


Mr. and Mrs. Berryhill were called to Oak- 
land a few days ago by the death of Mr. 
Berryhill’s brother. 


Andy Anderson and his family spent their 
vacation near Vallejo, where Andy was for- 
tunate in being able to inspect some new sub- 
marines which are being built there. 


District Manager O. A. Kommers and fam- 
ily have just returned from a two weeks’ visit 
in Yosemite Valley. 


Mrs. Elva Chubb, who for several months 
has been counter clerk, resigned and her place 
is being filled by Mamie Wilson, a vivacious 
high school girl. The boys are beginning to 
guess whether Claud King or Jim Shoopman 
will be the lucky hombre, as they are the 
only bachelors left. 


The office is very sorry to hear of the 
death of the mother of Roy Minner, chief 
clerk. Several members of the office force at- 
tended the funeral in Bakersfield on July 29. 


Word has been received by J. R. Miller 
from his wife, who has just undergone an 
operation in Kasiasko, Missouri. that she is 
now out of the hospital and well on her way 
to recovery. 

J. P. Minner and family have been vaca- 
tioning in Santa Cruz. Mr. Minner’s father 
accompanied them. 


A. W. Brink and family just returned from 
Santa Barbara where Brink went as a dele- 
gate to the American Legion convention. 

Weaver Pittman was a week-end visitor to 
Los Angeles where his wife and baby are 
spending the summer. 

Mrs. Albert Eddy, who is visiting in Kansas, 
will return very shortly, as she is becoming 
homesick for the beautiful California sunsets 
and incidentally would like to see her hus- 
band. 

Among those present at the officers’ instal- 
lation ceremonies of the Odd Fellows’ Lodge 
which were held at Kern Canyon on July 30, 
followed by a barbecue and picnic on July 31, 
were P. E. King, K. C. King and J. M. Shoop- 
man. About 5000 people attended the cere- 
monies. 

The home of John Miller was burned to the 
ground on the night of August 6 and all the 
contents were lost. Since Mrs. Miller and her 
daughter are in Mississippi visiting, no one 
was in the house when the fire started. 

L. J. Fuller recently spent a few days at 
Frazer Mountain. 


CRANE VALLEY DISTRICT 
D. P. RUSSELL, Reporter 


The annual vacation season now is on in 
full force in the Crane Valley District. R. T. 
Stancoff and family spent two weeks at the 
Hogue Ranch; F. Rouanzoin and family took 
a trip to Oregon and Washington. Mrs. Fouan- 
zoin and children going on to Alaska where 
she will spend the summer until September 1 
with her mother; D. P. Russell and family and 
Mrs. Russell’s father spent one week in Yosem- 
ite Valley and then motored to San Francisco 
visiting relatives, returning via San Jose and 
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Pacheco Pass; Hugh Smith and family of P. H. 
No. 2 motored to Reno, Nevada, where they 
visited relatives; Frank Anderson, wife and 
son left in their new Essex for a tour of the 
southern part of the state with a few days’ 
stop at Santa Barbara. 


Edw. Kiely made a trip to Redding to get his 
Maxwell car which he has been without for 
several months. His vacation was spent in the 
local district. 


The power boat at P. H. No. 1 which was 
put in drydock some time ago to undergo a 
thorough overhauling has been launched again 
and is receiving the last finishing touches and 
soon will be ready for use. 


CORCORAN 


Fern Beck, Reporter 


Larry Jones, our Lemoore Agent, is spending 
his vacation in San Francisco. 


*Ole" Mattson went South for his vacation, 
reaching Los Angeles. We understand that his 
goal was Tijuana, but he went broke before 
reaching the oasis. 

Henry Jobe and family are in Oakland for 
the two weeks of rest allotted to them. 


Why not take this opportunity of extending 
hearty congratulations to Syd Green? Having 
met the lady in the case, I can vouch for his 
good judgment. 

Mrs. Tripp has paid us another visit, in the 
interests of Everhot and others. It seems too 
bad that she has had to declare herself a two- 
weeks’ vacation to recuperate from the strenu- 
ous life which she came in contact with while 
here. 

B. C. Hunkins spent his vacation visiting 
with his parents in Carmel, and also put in 
some time around the bay. 

Geo. Titensor, in our construction depart- 
ment, is taking time out, and he and his 
family are “seeing America first.” 

‘Curly” Boss decid- 
ed that he would take 
a пар as he drove 
home from Fresno re- 
cently, and as a result 
the poor Dodge was 
in the hospital for a 
few days. We told him 
that he could not run 
a car 
and he 
that he had found that out. 

Fern Beck vacationed in Livingston. 
you imagine that? 

Mrs. E. D. Shields and Beverly and Mal- 
colm are visiting in San Jose, until Mr. Shields 
gets his vacation. He is planning on taking 
that as soon as the season on deer opens. Poor 
Deer! 

Bill Willoughby spent his vacation in Tahoe, 
(where the schoolma’ams’ convention was), 
and from there went to San Francisco for a 
few days. He finds it difficult to settle down 
after so much excitement—in fact, we cannot 
guarantee that he has settled down. 


on one side, 
informed us 
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SUDDEN INSPIRATION 
“And what did your wife have to say 
when you stood at the Pyramids?” 
“Wanted to know if I had locked the 
kitchen door.” —Louisville Courier-Journal. 


"Му dear young lady,” said the clergy- 
man, in grieved tones as he listened to an 
extremely modern young woman tear off 
some of the very latest jazz on the piano. 
“Have you ever heard of the Ten Com- 
mandments ?” 

“Whistle a few bars,” said the young 
lady “and think I can follow you.” 


Соор-Вүє! 
“Whatever became of that portable ga- 
rage of yours?” 
“Oh, I tied the bull-dog to it the other 
night and a cat ran by him.”—A merican 
Legion Weekly. 


THe Merry Ha-Ha 


Policeman (to pedestrian, just struck 
by hit-and-run driver) —“Did you get his 
number?” 

Victim—“No, but I'd 


recognize his 
laugh anywhere.” —Life. 


Customer—“Where is the steak on your 
menu ?" 

Waiter (reading) — "There, sir; sirloin 
steak a la carte." 

Customer—''Good! Wheel it in." 


Disgusted Wife—"Say, yo’ niggah, eber 
since Ah married yo’ yo's dun nuffin’ 'cept 
sit 'round de house. Don' yo' ever feel 
enny ambition?” 

Lazy Husband—"Ah feels ambishion 
w'en Ah’s sittin’ round hyah, honey, but 
je’s soon’s Ah stahts to wo’k Ah gits dis- 
couraged.” —Judge. 
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SoMEBopY BLUNDERED 

“I hear your girl got married the other 
day." 

“Yeah.” 

“Tough luck.” 

“Yeah.” 

“Who did she marry?” 

“Me.” —Life. 


AND GARAGE 
Ike—‘‘Girls want a lot nowadays.” 
Mike—‘Yes, and they want a house on 
it too.”—Allston Recorder. 


Hence ТНЕЗЕ Trans 
First Stenographer— "I'm tired of work- 
ing.” 
Second Ditto—Why don't you get mar- 
ried ?” 
First Stenographer—“I am.”—Life. 


FEMININE VERSION 

The obedient husband handed his wife 
his first pay after their marriage. 

“Here’s the week’s roll, dear,” he said. 

“Humpf!” she snorted, after counting 
the bills. “This isn't anything like the rolls 
that father used to make!”—A merican Le- 
gion Weekly. 
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THE LAST STRAW 


HOULD any man work like this? No, say all the 
experts who have been working on farm electrifi- 
cation—for they have found that an electric 

motor can unload hay at a cost so small that it is 
negligible. 


Time is no small item when the sun shines. Let one 
of the boys run the hoist while you watch the load 
melt away under you. Then you can send the team 
back for more. 


And this is not the only “last straw” that electricity 
banishes from the farm. Hand milking, sharpening 
tools, pumping water, and running the separator are 
end-of-the-day pictures that the electrified farm will 
see no more. 
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